people, which though In disputation one might Sidney

say were true, yet who will mark them well, to his
shall find them taste of a poetical vein, and in
that kind are gallantly to be marked: for though Robert
perchance they were not so, yet it is enough
they might be so. The last point which tends to
teach profit is of a discourse^ which name I give
to whosoever speaks, *'non simpliciter de facflo,
sed de qualitatibus et circumstantiis fadti;" and
that is it which makes me and many others rather
note much with our pen than our mind, because
we leave all these discourses to the confused trust
of our memory, because they being not tied to
the tenor of a question, as philosophers use some>-
times places; the divine, in telling his opinion
and reasons in religion; sometimes the lawyer, in
showing the causes and benefits of laws; some-
times a natural philosopher, in setting down the
causes of any strange thing, which the story
binds him to speak of: but most commonly a
moral philosopher either in the ethic part, when
he sets forth virtues or vices, and the natures of
passions, or in the politic, when he doth (as he
often doth) meddle sententiously with matters
of           Again, sometimes he gives precept of

war, both offensive and defensive, and so, lastly,
not professing any art, as his matter leads him,
he          with all arts, which because it canieth

the life of a lively example, it is wonderful what
light it gives to the arts themselves, so as the
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